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On Sept. 26, the Bolivian Bishops Conference (Conferencia Episcopal de Bolivia, CEB) issued a
document criticizing the government of President Jaime Paz Zamora for its "servile obedience to the
neoliberal recommendations of the International Monetary Fund (IMF)." The document was to be
presented at the IV Latin American Bishops Conference in Santo Domingo (Dominican Republic)
in mid-October. According to the CEB, as a result of the government's economic policies "the rich
have become richer and the poor much poorer. We now have a society with much less equality than
six years ago." In addition, the document says that the only ones who have saved themselves from
the economic crisis "are those groups in power, who accumulate wealth, in many cases through
corruption, taking advantage of the ephemeral privileged situation they occupy during their time
in the government." In an Oct. 6 press conference, La Paz Archbishop Msgr. Luis Sainz said that
poverty in Bolivia worsens each day due to the government's economic policies. "Nothing good has
come out of the neoliberal model since its implementation seven years ago, and the level of poverty
has only increased," he said. Following Sainz's press conference, Paz Zamora said "those who say
our economy is worse than it was ten years ago are ignorant." In response, Santa Cruz Archbishop
Msgr. Julio Terrazas told reporters "the ignorant ones are those who don't see the poverty and
unemployment." (Sources: Agence France-Presse, 09/26/92; Spanish news service EFE, 10/06/92,
10/09/92)
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